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Nature is all around us and plays a vital role
in our day to day lives. Our forests, soils,
rivers and oceans, and the species that live
within them, are essential to life — from the
air we breathe to the food we eat. Urgent
action is needed to help protect our natural
world against the irreversible effects of
climate change. The biggest cause of
climate change is greenhouse gas
emissions (GHGs) from human activity.

Devon is home to a wide range of s

importance including bogs, heaths, odlenes.
dunes, estuaries, reefs and sea caves. 1€

for rare species, such as the great.er horseshoe
that are not found anywhere else In the worl?
the Lundy Cabbage Flea Beetle for example!

Did you know...?

Our natural environment is made up of *
many different parts, including flora (plarits)
and fauna (animals), that interact with each
other and the physical environment they live
within. Their relationship is known as an
ecosystem — and changing one part of it
will lead to a change in another. We depend
on natural ecosystems for a variety of
reasons; they provide humans with
resources to build prosperous economies
and societies, and are vital for our
happiness, health, and wellbeing.

pecies and habitats of international

woodlands, grasslands, sea cliffs,
ty is also a stronghold
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Sadly, climate change together with other human
activities, is resulting in the loss or migration of
species, the loss of habitats, and IRREVERSIBLE

CHANGES to our ecosystems, which will

inevitably have impacts on human well-being too.

Between 1970 and 2016, the
population of mammals, biyds,
reptiles, amphibians and fish
declined by an average of 68%.
That's over two thirds in less
than 50 years.
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* What does their natural habitat look like?
| We must also remember that to fight climate « What does this species need to thrive?
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< change, we need nature's help! As many of us .+ |g there anything you could do to help

know, our forests and oceans produce the . .
}%. oxygen we breathe, but if that weren't amazing ensure it thrives?
~" "™ enough, these natural assets can actually
absorb some of the harmful carbon dioxide we
v produce, by capturing and storing it. These are
known as ‘carbon sinks’. Let’s give a round of
applause for these natural climate champions!
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oXygen in our entire biospherel! Peatlands are a

: natural ‘carbon sink’
absorbing CO2 from
Q 0.7 pm the atmosphere and

; (0,0007mm) burying it in the soil. In
Europe they lock up
five times more
carbon than forests.

' . . Here are three simple URE

things yoy can

GROW WILD:  BECOME A CITj7

do to help:

Planting wildflowers or
allowing a space to grow
wild’ provides vital resources

EN SCIENTIST- ;

Many conservation organisations rely on data collected by

members of the public to help them monito
: ; r and protect
to supporta wide :;‘ilglife wnldllfg. The good thing is you don’t need any specialist skills
insects and other . werp;ot to get involved. Not only will you be contributing to the
This could cti)e in asecc):tion or' protection of nature, but you'll be learning about it too!
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N good for nature p
It's good for your wellbeing too." B
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